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PleasA b8 seateq{ 1 higve a state~

Ope hout ago, the body a young
American hero, Navy diver Robert
Dean Stethem was refurned to his na«
_tive'soil ina coffin after

point!
His mun‘;et and the fate o( Lhe other

underscore. an inescapable
. fack: the Umted itates is tonight ana-
jon al

e rnational
terrorists wl:?wantar!y hll and who,
our innocent cmzens as their

prisgners, .
In response
dlmak ing that the following steps be
t:
l have directed the. Secretary of
sportation; in cooperation with-

s'

~visory for 'J S.* citizens - traveling

through the Athens International Air-

port. warmng '.hem of dangers,
Government has im-

until he G
roved the security situation there:
And until it has a will

Bema beated:

Amerlcan hostages still being held in- .
it

to this smxation, Tam/

ary of State, to explure im.-

shall remain in effec;

Fauowmg isa tmnscrlpt. ofPres(denl Reagan's news conference last night
i Wasmng:on, ‘as fecorded by The New York Times:

. OPENING STATEMENT

revent travel fo places

heré lawr lessness is rampant and in-

ity
call for Lhe immediate safe re-
lease ol our cit
Let me further make it plain to l.he
assassing in Beirut and their accom-
plices wherever they may be that
‘America will never make concessions
to terrorists. To do so would only in-
vite more terrorism.
Nor will we ask nor pressure any
> mheg'%mmemmdoso Once we
that path, there’ll be no
end to it. No end to the su[fenng
nocent peop e; n end to the bloody
mnsom civilized nations must

Thu act of terrorism is a stain on

Lebanon and particularly on those
+ Lebanese in whose name it has been
done. Those in lebanonwhooommil
these acts dama;

ry and
their cause, am*fa we held Lhern ac-

countable.
I call upon those holding our people
to release them without condition. I
pon the leaders of

call uj
- polmcaj and religous, to meet their

0 do all that is

ingness to comply with the secunty.
provisions  of the U.S,-Greel civil
aviation’ asreement and the Tokyo,.
Montreal and Hag\le Conventions re.

garding pmsec\{ m\ and punishment.

ot air

l’ve asked for a ﬁxl! e'xplana,al:mn of
\h 3 surrounding the eover
anho aircraft m Athens. I have ap-

ed. through the D;va

‘ransportation and the ederalegvxaa

Administration for all U.S. air
camen to review the wisdom of con-
tinuing any flights into Athens until
the: secunty situation there improves.
: And furthe, 1 have asked Secre-

Shu!t; and Dole {0 teport to me
on whether we should terminate the
service of foreign air carriers whose
rjnents do not honor appropri-
ate international conventions or pro-
vide ndequata security at. their air-
P°

lling upon all al lied and
fﬂenﬂl gvernments to. redouble
their effos s‘ to improve airport se-
T measures {0

even! the huackmg of aifcraft.
will also be asking me? to take

necessary taendthummenvwmme
name \7! the God they worship.

I call on other governments to
speak out and use their influence as

well,

"This attac is ag attack on all citi-
zens of the world who seek fo live free
fmm the fear and scourge of terror-

ts and prayers are, as

are those all of Amencam, wilt
and vm.h Lhen' f
Let me conclude by stating the ob-
vious: We're in the midst of a danger-
ous and volatile situation. Before t:
questions I must stress that
tion t over what steps
we might or t not take in h
thetical circumstances can only lead
terrorists to work harder.
Ce uently, there are many

_ questions to which 1 shiould not and

canpot respond. 1 I have in this
statement covered virtually all the
pmms mat 1 can safelx d:scuss. and

understand

vhe reason for that.
And so that said, Mike Putzel, As-
sociated Press, ask the first question.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
g X
3 don’t léan on Isﬁel little bit
Earlier Victims. you doo' Uesa.nm! "m o g
Thsi wvrld‘s auentaon is focused - - the Shiite prrisqners
f on the victims of TWA Flight ~ national law. That’s our posit!m. Is-
847, but as you know there are seven  rael hag said she is willing to, so why

! other Americans who were kidnapped
earlier and have spent three months
toa year in captivity in Lebanon. Will
you 4 solution to the current
crisis m eirut that leaves any Amer-

jcans still in capﬂwty either from the

alzlame or those kidnapped earlier?
We certainly include those in
conversation we have with re-

ga
— the instance of one of them.

fora cansidemble period of time, and
. we have used every effort to see if we
can locate who has them, where they
are, whether they’re together or seg:

ratéd and where they migh

cause we cannot give up on Lhem And
I hope that they have confidence in

d yet; as canimagine, ifisan
extremely dif;(iz:lt, seemingly impos—
sible task in that area with all the f;
tions there to know where, whe!
they are being moved about and What
'we can do. But no, we haven’t given
up on them, and we include them in
all of our convemarions about the
present hijack vicitm: -

Q. Let me follow up. Can youtellus,
sir, what happened to the policy of
swm and effective retribution that

ou announced four and 4 half years
agu to deal with international terror-
ism such as that that we’ve s

A. Well, when! was speaking al bout’
that I was talking about a situation in
which a government on the other side
was involved so there was a direct
source there for the evil. I would have
to tell you, and I can’t go farther than
this in telling you, that the problem is
who i3 perpetrating these deeds, who
their accomplices are, wheré they are

_ located because retaliation in some

le’s minds might just entail
pe:&ng ablow in a general direction,
and the result would be a terrorist act
in itself and the killing and victimiz-
ing of innocent people, Now as far as I
can go is to tell you that we have used
our utmost capacity in intelligence

! say that we
have gathered a conisiderable body of
evidence. 1'm not going beyond that.

Impact of Policles -
Q. Mr. President, do think that
any of the U.S. pol{c es, past and
an
mthe M)ddle East? ‘And 1'd like to fol-
Ien. no, I don’t Believe that we

have Puss:b}y, when we had a peace~
fotce theré in connection

%k es and the other countries

that had forces in mere, we realized

that a3 they began fo succeed in keep-

,ing some semblance of order in that

* turmoil, terrorism up to strike at

all of us that were Lhere inan effort tq

make our job impossible. And that’s

" why the international force withdrew.

We seem’ w bea target also, I'm quite

of our frien and

sup&ort of Israel So it just seems ta

t therd is an anti-Americanism

um :s ramﬁ:ﬂ there orf the part of

"t want peace with Is-

rae| and who have consistently, over

+ the years, committed terrorist acts
against the Israelis.

Q Mr. Presidenl\t.hey wonder why

to our people there. This has !

don’t you promote it?

A. Helen, because the linkage that
has been créated makes it impossible
for them and for us. There was no

ey
xeleasmg But it has now been tied to
where such a movement in
effect giving in to the terrorists. And
then,as1 say, who is safe? That’s all
terr nst:

to know i that they
icceed a.nd what they want.
It s '.he same as cllswnu mg!

bere wi chwekmwf.haufpossb
ble you try to resove the situation
without paying the ransom,

U.s. Frustratlon

Q. Mr. Pxesldent ‘many Ameri¢
tonlgm, and feel
powerless and feel ant to
strike back somiehow at thae people
who have kidnaj our citizens ~
murdered some of our citizens, it
do you say to those who feel that there
is somehow a perception that Ameér-
ica is weakened by these acts of ter-
rorism and that we can m longer pro-
, tect our cmzens abroa
A. le, T uunk, wha do
that are jumptng to conclusions and
don'’t realize what Lhe s:tuauon is. Bux
ponidsd o wel I sel
a few wal S myse
alone about this. I
as I say, you havo to be able to
pomneenemy oucanlmszs
shooting without having soms
your gun sights.

Q. Sir, have there been things that
you've learned about the limits M
Amer[can power in these sorts
situal things that ‘you' ve
Ieamed since four years, five years

when l'

- aga that have

. 1980 campal

you, may have punished,
» you're t

@ perhaps cl your
mind about the criticism ‘during the

paign
A. No. in I have to say that
when you think in terms of, for exnm-
ple, immediate force, you
say, wait a minute, the people we'rc
dealing with have no hesitation about

murder. As a matter of fact most of

them even approve of suicide, How do
*.you attack without finding that, yes,
ore
, the guilty, But in the
ineantime the victims are dea
that’s the great hazard in
for example, in the several ti jes that
the plane was in Algeria and subse-
quently then in Beirut with a dozen hi-
jackers on board armed with subma-
chine guns. How can you possnbly ar,
tempt anything without knowing
those guns would be tu.med ﬂrst on
the victims wllhm the plane, the so-
* called hosta,
Let me take Bl“ Plante bere

Familles of Hostages

Q Mr. President you spoke of frus-
tration in your ability to deal with
this. I spoke today to the wife of one of
the hostages who had a very simple

and straightforward quesﬁon which I
want to relay to
She said what wcmld yvu do m, it
your wife or one of your
aboard that flight
Al wuuld sull have to think of the
- safety of them. Strangely

is frustrating. But *

regal
to time and place. But I can t give you
+ any report on where those negotia-
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mlghlj\lstheard someone on one of
.your networks t asking the
‘same question of aig. It would be
a horrible sntuauon. yes. And yet it
isn’t more horrible just because 1:
would bé me than it is for those

l.hat are presently waiting for some

Butyoucan’t you can't as I say,
jve in to the terrorists without know:

that you're then sentencing some<
one else to go the same agony
and other people to also be vicunh

Q But su', can you say tonight Lhae

is something that the United

'Stam can do, some mngement‘

Lﬁat we can possibly make? < |

A. Now you're gemxgu beyond that
point. Sg far these questions you've

asked have been questions that ?

thought were ) safe to answer. You're

* pow getting into that area mat 1said,

and I you understand, that

can’t talk about.

The Primary Goal
&eM’r Pmident, is the safe return

how
siderations Lhat you as
ssome of which you've talked about to-
night, are going to have to take into

?
A. That is the goal, the safe return.
Andyetaslsay.lnamannerlha
reward the hostages for tbe
cnme l.hat they have oommn
cause that that gang d be mn
next week for : another try. And this is,
this is must recognize,
that it is a oowanily crime in that
they fold all the cards once they have
these people in their power and we
have to considér their safety. Yes, I

* a couple of things we could do to re-
talxat& But I wwld X;blx); be sea;
tencing a numl ericans
deamnlldidxc

up anm'.ber

Q \Vell sir, that b
on then. In

e crisis, you
should never have gone on six days,
let alone six months. Is there, there-
(cre, a t in time at which you be-
t the national interest re-

« quim action
Ialways felt about that
nne, as l say, was much different Lhan
what we have here. Youhad a

a3 to what you could do with regard to
another government. But there it was
not this crime of unidentified people,
no connection that you can pin on
them as to someone in charge that
you can go to that person, That was a
different situation than what we're

having now with car bombs and
jackings and this kind of cnm 3
Remember, for example, in the car

e perpetrator of that

cnme is no longer with us. They’re
willing to go up themselves

Ralg wercoms back Did you have -

Gorbachev Meeting

Q Yes, thankyvqu President. If
e the subject ;us! fox amo-

menc you've invif ch
to meet you in Washmgwn And
weeks ago you wera asked about Lha'.
invitation, you said the ball is in his
court. Have there been any develop-
ments since then? Do you think there

will be a summit mrear?

A. T have to be optimistic and think
there will. All in all, I, feeling that it
was our turn, 1ssued ‘the invitation for
such a meet]
evldently expressions that they're

willing fo have such a meetmg and
discussions are going on wi rd

uons havg taken us, now.

. TheRoleof Berri

Q. Mr. President, if I can come
back to the situation in Lebanon. You
made a distinction between unidenti-
fied terrorists and the state terror-
ism, Is not Mr. Berri representing the
Government of Lebanon and
that not create a situation where he is
in fact identifiable?

A. Well now, he’s in the position of

: supposedly having vaken Lhe hostages

President Reagan with Habib Bq‘u‘gi_:iba, President of Tunisia, at departure
for Mr. B b y in

away from the hijackers. But to say
o

that because he holds a post, a so-
called Cabinet post in the Govern-
ment of lhnt.humwm-

Lebanon,
volves the Govérnment of Lebanon, ¥
t.hmkxlwglvelha(}vvemmemoi
Lebanon a cohesiveness it doesn’t
have. He is acting as an individual
and he's as a minister in
the Cabinet mhtsown
pos:uonuﬁnh

of
B aions of the Shite Matloms
there, He has his own militia and he
ownarmy, so it isn’t that sim-
ple that you can say this is the Gov-
ernment of Lebanon.

Q. Can I follow up with — ch:
the rules here. In that case is
Berri part of the ?mblem or part of
the solution, and only solu-
tion to this problem!’

A. Now are getting into the
area of quesmmx that I can't answer
on this. By could be the solution
[snaps ﬁngen] that quickly.

dent. so far this

you rather som-
bef assessment al wha: 's going on in
Lebanon. is your own estimate
astohuwlonau'uscmumygu on?
Do you expect a fairly short resolu-
tion or oould this drag on for awhxle?

T just —T cant
discuss that or any ol the thi.ng that
we are doing.

Is U.S. Standing Tall?

Q. Cuuld 1 follow up? In terms of
your own_assessment of
power in the world and how it lelales
to this episode — in 1984 when you
were running for re-election, told
American voters that America was
standms tall again — comparing it

with supposed weakness under your
xedemor Is Aroerica standing tall

A. Yes. I think we are. I think ter-
mnsmis—-ldon'tknaw-—lcan t re-
call in my lifetime anytime when it
has been used tosuch an extent as it is
now. And the ves Iact that the terror-
ists are not all from one source — if
they dbelmkedtaaoauntry—lf
ou knew the source and what they
‘were trying to do — but we've a
variety of terrorist orgamza ons.
And sometimes recently we've found
that here and there a couple of Lhe
claim that they've ra
some terrorist act. But again, (!
situation isn't one that can talked
about because the first priority is the -
safety of those victims. I think I'd bet-
ter go — Candy?

' Limits to Patience?

Q. Mr. President, if I could get back
to an earlier queslxon in the speech in
‘which you tal about swift and ef-
fectjve reétribution in 1981, also
said let it be known that there are
“limits to our patience. Are there

* 1imits to your patience on this issue or
are you willing to wait it out for as
 longas it takes?

A T have to wait it out as long as

ple are there and threatened
and alive and we have a possxbihty of

 them home. 1" m to say
a pn)ba ity of bnngmg ome.

Q. 1f I could follvw up‘ sir, Iwonder
if you ps that's how
fcrmer Presndent Caner felt about
the Iranian hostages and what the dif-
ference is here. That he smd many
times that he wanted to them
home safe and that was hu fault. How
is this different. L

Well, as I say, I did notogenly
criticize him, and as a matter of fact
in ths closi.ng of the campaign, when
it appeared that we were getting
them home, I didn't say any word or
make any comment on the situation
because 1 didn't want to endanger
what was going on, I just felt, w1
say, that there were two governments
and I — it just seems to me that you
have a great many more opportuni-
ties then to find nembnlmea in an-
er govemmenl, and things that
can say in return, that you can of-

fer as a trade.

What Israel Is Doing

Q. Mr. President, do you think that
the Israelis are holdn the 700 to 800
Shiite prisoners in violation of inter-
national law, as the State Depart-
msa&dmAprﬂd?Andﬂso,doyw

ances from them that they would re-
lease those prisoners if we got the
hostages back?

A. We have not dealt with them on:
that. As | say, we have not interfered
du;any way with them in what their

W:th regard to the international
law, it's my understanding that the
taking them across a border from
their own country and into another

is a wolauon of the Geneva
accords in
Q. lmsony ltIomxldfoUOwup,
sir, has the International Red C:
been dealing with them forusonum
issue? Dealing with the Israelis on
v.ha( issue?

ain, we're getting into areas
Lh.lt 1 can't talk about. I covered all I
can mam.l talk about. I can't resist
because you've probably got
togetlha!xedcoatbackmthemom

ms No mmtbelongs toWWDEm

edvaperfy Mch the Senate
and Mr. Derwinski

approv

suppon repeatedly while President
Truman gave the General the Legion

of Merit.

_ Why, Mr. Pmsxden!‘ slnco it's very

will have m Lester,
Lhat this is the f‘u-st that 1've heard
about it, and so 've given me a
question to ask when I leave here to-
night, ts:“f'md out about that.

Q T

A nght. Let me. All right.

Q. Mr. President, since Nabih Berri
has said — has joined the terrorists in
their call for Israel to release the Shi-
ite prisoners — is he not now part of
their effort?

A. , this is too delicate for me
to comment or pvs an answet to Lhat
question. I'm }

Q.If I may ollow up? He sasd toda
that if the United States does not as|
Israel to release Lhe S
that he would give the
ta the terrorists. In that case
you hold him responsible?

A. Yes, I would. No. Here you, yes?

South African Policy

Q If I may change the subject
gain, Mr. Pmident? Ysterduy
Soulh Africa installed a new govern-
ment in Namibia, wh(ch the Umted
Nations condemned. Last we
Africa raided neighboring Botswana,
killing 12 people, and last' month a
South African commando unit tried to

U.S. companies. In view of these

licy wnstmctive agement
Fith South Afrl e
A. Well, as you knaw, we brought
our Ambassador home for consulta-
tions. All I can tell you is that we have
been — we think we have been suc-
cessful in getting some concessions
there and some es in their
policy of ap::;tdmd which we allfind
repugnant we're going o
tinue doing that. The raid across the
border was perhaps the kind of inci-
dent that I've just been talking about
in our own situation. There is no
q\leslion about the violence that the

kscmdmel“::xd their at-
tacks on people 1l murde;
and so forth — but again, wasd&

strike back at the people that were
guilty, or was it just retaliation in a

eneral direction? — so we don’t
w about that, but we are very con-
cerned about it.

. Mr. President, if I may, (henyou N
recent ev

donot consider these
be a setback in your policy with Soulh
Alrica o

A. Well it's certainly not something
that we heartily approve of. But
whether there’s something to make
us break off relations with
govemment 1 don t think that either.

Compromise onMX?
- Q. Mr. President, would you be will-
mstead

mg to ?ccept 40 MX mlss!
of 50 if Congress extra
$200 million for (h;: Mldgetman and
accelerated the development of that
nmm m?

“ A Well you've asked one here that T
think we'd have to look at that very
serfously and to see whether there
was an advantage in that or not or
whether even they’re gjving that

money could accelemte the Midget- *

an proy t know that it
PR 4o know um the debates
that are gomg on about the MX, I
think they’re a lot of wasted rhetoric
and ‘we ought to get on with it. It is
h most vital to us that we modern-
our land-based missiles, and that

is the missile that is on
available now It has a hard—target
capacity uracy —
that is vmually unequaued any-

where. We need it.

Q. Mr. President, you've said re-

peatedly during istration
as you've said tomght that you can’t
give in to terrorism. But each time
that we’ve had one of these incidents,
such as the case of the Marines who
died in Beirut, there's been a lot of
talk from the Admmxstmtwn but no
action. Is there langer that ter-
ristg in the Middle East might get
the feeling that the U.S.'s bark is
worse than its bite? And that they can
do these with impunity, know-
ing we won’t retaliate?

A. Well, I hope not. Buta ain, M
me just point out to you, in that inci-
denta man who wmmmed the crime

— or men, I don’t know how mia.{?{
werein the truck— Lbey‘regons. s
is qne rrifying things of some
of these terronst ac's that 'Kou havea
gmup of people who Lhmk r ucket

l{eaven is to do this
scme rs with them. So whzn it

— have you gotten any assur- - was over the truck ud the people in

{
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“times in between.

same is true of the e Embassy bomb-
ing. Now how do you establish a con-
nection between them and someone
else? Was there someone else that set
them on their way? You have no way
of knowing. So again, as I say, you're
left with only one form of retaliation

it, or person in it, are gone. And the

and!hatisLhatyw just aim in the

eneral direction and kill some peo-
ple well, then you're a terrorist too,

/

New Plan for MX

Q. Back to the MX, Mr. Presxdzn!
Do you have a new basi
cause that was the condif wasnt
it, on the Senate cap that théy could
g0 above 50 if you had a new basi
plan? And Mr. Weinl er mdra:g
that you do want more

A. One thing right now, we do
from the research that we've done
and the expenmenung that we've
done, we can vastly harden a silo to
the extent that we think that it would |
take a very direct hit to do away with
those or to eliminate those missiles.

Helen, 1

Q [inaudible]
A. Do you watch what’s out mere?

Efforts on Taxes

Q. Mr. President, you've been
spending a lot of time monitoring the
situation in Beirut on the hijacking. I
was wondering how much time are
you devmdmg to domestic issues dur- '

ay,
fon on the Hi

A That's one thing I have to !eu
you can’t just aim yoursel! a

mu gedy, great ag itis. 1 don(
think that I'neglect it in any way, be-
cause there is a limit to what you can

do or what can be reported and in the

. Yes, we're very

pamcular!y the tax ef-" “

serious about both the budget, and

tomorrow morning I will be making

another appearance in connection

with the tax reform.

As a follow-up, sir. Efforts are

nn%er way to enact a tax increase, ei-
ther in tandern with the tax reform or
separately. Are you —.

A. A tax increase? I don't have to ,
spend any time at all on that. No.
cause there just ain't
Let me go way into ck here :

Middle East Peace

Q. Mr. President, do you think that
this tragic accident mlght in any
luence the ongoing
the M]dd.le East pmblem through
Palwtmmn Jordan, Israeli lal.ks?
A. 1don’t reall;

r his coura,
ness todo whm heis domg int
bring about direct negot\ati

. tween the Arab states and Israel and *
and get a.+

the Palestinians to try
peace — a lasting peace — m the Mid-
dle East. So we are
wecana]solobeﬁhelptohun
There’s another behmd

Is Luck Fading?

Q. safan.hxsyearywuveseeuywr
defense budget request slashed on the |
Hul. yw ve had yvur J‘ery dxf.ﬁcul:

umber o( other 1ssues You had to
endure the Bitburg controversy and '
now this hostage crisis. Do you feel
that the Teflon that's covered your
Presidency has pped off? Is your
luck running ou

A. 1 never thought there was any "
Teflon on me anyplace. But we seeni
to have reversed the course with re-
gard to the Contras, and wi ard
to Bitburg, id spite of the efforts of
me of you, from the very first I felt

1l was the morally right thing to do
and I'm pleased that  did it. And it
was worthwhile experience over
there and I began to get my reward
when I spoke to 10,000 y teen-age
Germans and at the end of 1
10,000 young Germans sing our Na-

tional Anthem in our language

1 think it was a reoogm jon. Those™
that indicated that in some way I
might be suggesting we forget the
Holocaust. No, in no ;lay Nz;:rs L{:e
Germans trying to orget Boo-
caust. I warsylgmazed — t's 40
ears now of friendship that has fol-
waed all of that hatred mr.he evilof

m:

photos all blown up of the worst, most

despicable thin, that happen

Lhere. but they b%ﬂ their schoolchil-
drex) every year show them and

say, “This must never happen
again.”

I have never suggested in going
there that this was a forgive and for-
et thing. It's u}) eone else to
ornge. no( us if there is any forgive-
ness, and gnwa must nevet
forget. And so 1 di
is any Teflon, I didn't think lhal ﬂnst
any on doing that. But now as I say,
we've reversed the thing on the Con-
tra aid, we only have a oonferenoe to
goand either way it turns out I think
is going to be a pius and be moré than
we originally. asked for.

The MX battle is on and, of
now in the budgeting batfle 1 do be-
Ueve that one version of a budget

has been proposed is no way to ehml
nate the deficit. I think that a Senate
plan with its $56 billion savings in the
ﬁxst ear is the answer to ehmmatmg
leficit and eventually gvu?

work on the national deb!, sa T don’t
think I’ve suffered too m:

Q. Thank you, Mr. Preudent

e

“




